Newsletter Article – March 2012
“Times and Seasons”

Genesis 1:14 (NIV) reads:  And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons, and days and years…”

In the month of March we experience times and seasons close up.  On Sunday, March 11, most places in the United States will begin daylight savings time.  On Tuesday, March 20, spring begins.  Times and seasons are very clearly the creation of a God of order and the Maker of heaven and earth.  The seasons of spring, summer, autumn and winter bring a lot of variety to our weather and to our natural surroundings.  The seasons are connected to seedtime and harvest.  The days that were so short in the winter stretch out in the summer.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NIV) says:  “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven…”  As Christian stewards who have been given the privilege and responsibility of managing God’s creation, we understand that we are stewards at all times and in all seasons.  Perhaps farmers understand stewardship better than others of us but, regardless of our station in life, we are to make the most of the times and seasons and manage them in ways that are pleasing to God and provide blessings for others as well as ourselves.

The last of our LCMS Biblical Stewardship Principles states:  “God’s stewards live with an awareness of the present and future, of time and eternity.”  This means that we live intentionally in the light of God’s eternal purpose while being firmly committed to His rule in the here and now.
1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV) explains our stewardship in these terms:  “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”

Wouldn’t it be something if everyone lived according to these words!  As God’s stewards we can lead the way and provide a living model of what it means to be stewards, or managers, of all of life and life’s resources, including money, property, talents, time and so much more.  Our good stewardship will bring glory to God and many blessings to others as well as ourselves.  Let’s resolve, with the Holy Spirit’s power and leading, to be good stewards of all things in all times and seasons!
Enjoy the beautiful season of spring and the longer days of sunlight.
